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Susan Casey and Kevin Odegard visited the keys
recently for a fishing vacation. They caught several nicesized fish. Kevin is showing off a dolphin they landed,
while fishing off Islamorada.
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Luke Lucas, 13 years old, shows off his dream catch – a legal swordfish
he caught while fishing off Key West with his dad (who measured before boating).
It was a long 3 hour battle, but he won. Job well done Luke!
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Marine Industries Association of South
Florida’s Popular Fort Lauderdale Billfish
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Today, Marine Industries Association of South Florida (MIASF),
owner of the Fort Lauderdale Billfish Tournament, announced it has
taken full management and production responsibilities for the upcoming
44th Annual Fort Lauderdale Billfish Tournament. This move follows the
recent decision of former event producer East Coast Eventz to relinquish
promotion and production responsibilities.
The Association will undertake the full promotion and production
duties with MIASF Board Member Kitty McGowan of Nauticom
Communications, Inc. volunteering as Tournament Director for the
2009 event scheduled for February 5th to 8th at the Las Olas Marina in
Fort Lauderdale. MIASF acquired the event from The Fort Lauderdale
Billfish Tournament Inc. in 2007 and conducted the 2008 tournament
under the management of US Recreational Alliance.
J.J. McConnell, President of MIASF stated, “Kitty is no stranger to the
Fort Lauderdale Billfish Tournament, having served on the committee
and in various leadership roles, including Executive Director, with the
event for over nine years.” He noted, “With her extensive past history
and experience, we are pleased that Kitty has volunteered to help make
this year’s event successful.”
In commenting on her new role with the tournament, Kitty McGowan,
President of Nauticom Communications, Inc. added, “I am very excited
to be back on board with the Fort Lauderdale Billfish Tournament. This
44-year old event has such a rich history of promoting boating and
fishing in Fort Lauderdale. I look forward to helping the tournament
move forward in a positive, fishing-focused direction in 2009.”
This year’s event is part of the Sailfish Pro Series which is an
organized association of professional sail fishing teams competing for a
season-long championship. Eighteen boats have signed up to compete in
the Series where participating teams earn points for competing in each
event to qualify for the post-season and the $100,000 guaranteed first
place prize. Visit www.lauderdalebillfish.com or www.sailfishseries.com
for more information on the Sailfish Pro Series. For more information
on the Fort Lauderdale Billfish Tournament, visit www.miasf.org or
www.lauderdalebillfish.com. You may also contact Gordon Connell
at 954-524-2733, gordon@miasf.org or Kitty McGowan at 954-5231004. About Marine Industries Association of South Florida Marine
Industries Association of South Florida is an 800 member not-for-profit
marine trade association created to protect the sound growth of the
marine industry for the benefit of the members, the environment and the
community. About The Fort Lauderdale Billfish Tournament, Inc. The
Fort Lauderdale Billfish Tournament Inc. is a non-profit organization
created in 1967 to promote boating, fishing, tourism and marine
related activities in Fort Lauderdale and South Florida by organizing a
fishing tournament that encourages participants to compete for reward
recognition and recreational enjoyment.
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Welcome to the Fabulous Florida Keys, the
home of the Sportfishing Capital of the World
and the original Weekly Fisherman newspaper.
In this week’s issue you will find an overview
of what has been biting Keys wide, what to
expect in the upcoming week of fishing and
who made news in the fleet were last week. You
will also find area detailed reports from local
Captains who bring their on-water experiences
back and share them with you. If I can help you
get hooked up with a local crew to do some
fishing while you are in the area please contact
me at the information above.
From North Key Largo to Key West the
excellent Sailfish bite has been a mainstay for
the fleet lately. The Islamorada Invitational
Flyrod Tournament out of the Florida Keys
Outfitters was held this last week. Capt
Charlie Scoble and his team on the YO HO
HO released two fish to come away with the
Grand Champion honors. The two day event
drew several quality teams. The Sailfish were
difficult to get to tease to the fly - the fleet
hooked several fish, but landed only three. The

Sailfishing on live
bait has continued to
be excellent. The fish
are focused along the
shallower edge of the
reef, using the huge
schools of ballyhoo
baitfish as their main
food supply.
Besides the great
Sailfishing we are
experiencing an
excellent bite of King
Mackerel. These fish
have been held up on
the shallower ledges
of the reef from 35
to 140 feet of water.
These speedy predators make for some great
light tackle action and can be taken in a variety
of ways. They have ranged in weight from
5 to 40 pounds and will continue to provide
some excellent action for the next few weeks.
The Cobias are starting to show up in force on
the Ocean side of the Keys. Several boats out
of Marathon caught a number of these great
sport fish between 30 and 60 pounds last week.
As we continue into January the Cobias will
continue to show up in larger numbers Keys
wide inside the edge of the reef. Bottom fishing
along the reef and patch reef has continued
to produce good numbers of smaller Mutton
Snapper, Yellowtail Snapper, and some great
Cero Mackerel action. Look for this all to
continue to be good next week.
The weather man is forecasting a strong cold
front to move through the Keys midweek. This
front should be excellent for fishing as it will
cycle the migratory fish along the edge of the
reef and refresh the stocks of bait held up along
the ledges of the reef. We are still holding some
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impressive stocks of Ballyhoo, cigar minnows,
sardines, and pilchards in our area. This
abundance of bait has not only made catching
bait easier for the local crews but is also
providing some excellent forage for all of the
fish species the fleet is currently targeting. This
should continue to be the case this month and
help to encourage the fish migrating by our reef
to stop and feed for a while in between fronts.
And help make all the tournaments this week
have a good bite! Don’t Forget the Islamorada
Presidental will be held at Marker 88 Restaurant,
15th thru 17th – contact Dianne at (305) 8522102 or, e-mail ditournaments@aol.com.
Further back into the Gulf the Spanish
Mackerel bite has continued to be strong. These
fish are in place from 5 to 15 miles to the West
of the Keys and are congregated around areas
of structure in 7 to 20 feet of water. There
has also been some good Cobia action in the
Gulf during the past ten days. Several Guides
reported excellent Redfish and Trout bites
in Everglades National Park to the West of
Key Largo and Islamorada as well as off the
Marqueses and back side of Key West. There
have also been some good numbers of Snook
along the outer banks of the Park and up into
the estuaries of Flamingo.
There is no better time to come out and
experience some of the best fishing the Florida
Keys has to offer. Whether your pleasure is
chasing Sailfish along the reef or a wide variety
of fish in the backcountry you couldn’t be here
at a better time. We have one of the greatest
collections of fishing captains and crews in the
world here in the Keys so make sure you take
advantage and go fishing during your visit.
Enjoy your stay here in the Sportfishing Capital
of the World and please get out and enjoy our
amazing fishery.
Good fishing – Capt. Greg

Mercury Giving Rebates on Select Models
Mercury Marine is offering rebates through March 31 with the
purchase of any qualifying inflatable purchased from any U.S.
Mercury dealer.
Boats and their affiliated rebates are:
• Roll-Up, Sport & Air Deck models: $100
• Ocean Runner, Heavy Duty & Dynamic models: $125
• 350 Amanzi: Free stainless steel bow rail plus $150
Boats are for pleasure use only. Those purchased for commercial
use do not qualify. Rebate request forms are available at all Mercury
dealerships and must be postmarked no late than April 15. Standard
limited warranty applies. Mercury Marine is a division of Brunswick
Corporation.
Rodeo Charters, Capt. George Clark, Sr. put this father
and son on a fish of a life time.
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This past week was a weird one! Warm weather, full moon, no one in
town, I could go on and on. It seems that the best bet for constant action
had to be the Gulf of Mexico and the western fringe of the Everglades
National Park again. The patch reefs out in front of the island chain have
been going strong as well.
A patch reef is a collection of coral rocks and boulders that can be
found a short distance from shore on the Atlantic side of the Keys. You
will find them in water less than 10 feet on out to 50 feet of depth. There
are patches in deeper water as well, but the patches that I am refering to
are the nearshore reefs. On days that the wind is honkin out of the north
part of the compass the patches can save the day. The tackle we use is
the same as the gear we use in the backcountry as well as the bait. Just
throw a couple of chum boxes in the boat and a chum bag and its just a
short boat ride to the patch reefs here in the Islamorada area. I was going
to film an episode of my cable show “Reelin’ in the Keys” last week
with Catain Chris Barth of “The Hunter” charters out on the deep reef.
The wind came up over night and we bailed out to a nearshore patch

reef. It was excellent to say the least. We barely had the chum trailing
out behind the boat when Capt. Chris and I were both hooked up with
snappers. Live shrimp pinned to a Hook Up Lure 1/4 oz jig was all we
needed all morning to stay bent up with fish. Three species of snapper,
red grouper and cero mackerels were all too happy to make a guest
appearence for the camera. The best part is that we were about a long
drive of a golf ball off shore distance wise. Captains have a list of these
patch reefs that dot the charts up and down the island chain. And they
can make for some fast, fun fishing action for everyone on the boat.
More and more guides are discovering the addvantages of guiding their
clients from a bay boat. I have been using bay boats in in business now
for more than 6 years now. The design of a bay boat allows guides to
fish much more comfortably on windy days and give me the flexibility
to fish the Gulf, the oceanside reefs and the backcountry flats and basins
with parties of up to four adult customers. I love the dry ride and the
comfort afforded by my Yellowfin 24 ft bay boat, along with the fact that
I can fish the reef in the morning and the flats of the Everglades in the
afternoon is priceless.
I reported last week that the Gulf of Mexico was red hot and the story
is still the same. Spanish mackerels will make up the bulk of the catch
out there, but you really don’t know what will show up behind your
boat. Capt. Kiwi Hughes of Holiday Isle Resort and Capt. Paul Hunt
of World Wide Sportsman Marina both hit the Gulf action over the
weekend and had permit, pompano, cobia and more show up for a fight.
We use spin gear in the 8 to 12 pound class, but you have to have a 15 to
20 pound outfit ready to go at any time when a beast shows up looking
to rumble. Speaking of “beasts”, at any time out there in the Gulf you
can have a huge blacktip or bull shark pop up and its game time baby!
Its time for the big gun here, break out a 20 to 30 pound conventional set
up and feed the beast a chunk of spanish mack and get ready to cowboy
up and go. Shark fish can range from sight fishing for smaller 10 pound
fish to toe to toe, head buttin’ gut crunching throw downs with sharks
that will go well over 250 pounds. Capt. Jeff Beeler of Bud and Mary’s
Marina found king fish to 30 pounds in his chum slick over the weekend
and when you are pitching baits on a 10 pound spin outfit and a smoker
king gets busy on
you its a blast.
Give some light
tackle fishing
a try while you
are here in the
Keys recovering
from the winter
beast back home,
take a look at
our Captain and
Guides listing in
this issue of the
paper and . . .
GO FISH!

Harrison Goonewardene with the reward for hard effort
fishing in the Keys with Bamboo Charters.
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Welcome to another fabulous week of catching in the sport fishing
capitol of the world, Islamorada. There were still sailfish around the
reef edge but not as many fish have been migrating through. If you were
diligent and stuck with the program almost everyone was successful at
landing the trophy billfish. The goggle eye/kite presentation seemed to
be the best method, however; the standard ballyhoo spread will always
work to seal the deal on a spindle beak. A teaser can be deployed close
to the wash to attract a hungry pack of sails to the transom of your
boat where a live pitch bait can be tossed in front of the working fish.
This is an exciting way to cat ch a sailfish. It can mean some slow time
during the day, but when that fish shows up slashing at the teaser it
will make the wait worth the effort. If you want to fill in some of the
time between occurrences just put a rig with some wire down deep and

I can’t say a whole lot for the typical reef fish that we all target such as
yellowtails, cero mackerels and groupers, but the deeper water fish like
lane snappers, vermilions and porgies were biting like crazy this week!
On the Capt. Michael we were able to find a few mangrove snappers
biting on the reef. Capt. Ron took his anglers to a real nice catch of these
dinner-time favorites on Saturday afternoon. He found them chewing in
about 25 feet of water. They were up in the chum slick as well as on the
bottom. People all the way around the boat were catching them using
squid, ballyhoo and thread herring. There were over thirty people on the
boat and they caught so many that they had to insure that they didn’t
go over the 5 per person limit. In the midst of these “grovers” they also
caught yellowtails, porgies and red groupers that were a bit too small.
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take advantage of the numerous king mackerel that have frequented
our waters lately. There have been plenty of kings from 6-45+ lbs out
there on the reef edge waiting for your cigar minnow or ballyhoo. I love
the way a big king mack fights. They give a reel smoking run or two
and they can dig deep and work you hard like a tuna at the end. If you
use the light 12 pound sailfish rods on them they can be a riot. Many
an angler has left the boat impressed with the game qualities of a nice
king mack. A smoked king mackerel is also about the best eating fish
in the ocean. I like spicy hummus, a good organic toast, and a chunk
of smoked kingfish. It is hard to beat. There are a few people in town
smoking fish now so if you are going to be here for a few days and you
are lucky enough to catch a nice king on the first day, you can have it
smoked for the ride back home to the cold north. The reef edge is alive
with snappers, kings, sailfish, wahoo, cobia, and grouper right now. We
also had a nice push of mahi mahi this past week with several boats
catching slammers and lots of schoolies. With the warmer east and south
east winds the mahi mahi will pop up and feed. Look for them any time
the wind blows from the south east this time of year. They love a cigar
minnow so keep a few on hand. The yellowtail snapper are always biting
in Islamorada so keep them in mind if you want a good dinner to go
with that sailfish you released. They are fun to catch on light tackle and
plentiful. Get out on the water this week and enjoy the great weather and
fast fishing!

Sadly, this is the only hot reef bite we found this past week. However,
we had quite a few trips of very successful fishing in the 150 to 180 foot
range. I stumbled across a wreck that I had never seen or heard of before
in 160 feet of water and found it to be holding lane snappers ranging
from 2 to 5 pounds! If you aren’t accustomed to catching lanes, anything
over 3 pounds is a really nice fish. On that same wreck we also came
up with two mutton snappers weighing in at 8 and 11 pounds, one cobia
that was just shy of the 33” to the fork limit, and about a million blue
runners. We had a few kingfish bites there as well but weren’t able to
boat any of them.
Other wrecks and rock piles in the deep water produced lots of porgies
and more lanes. None of the many lanes we caught anywhere else came
close to the size of the ones on the new wreck. Porgies are one of my
favorite fish down here. They aren’t too terribly big, but they taste great
and when you get into a school of them you catch ‘em by the dozens.
We also had good kingfish action in this deeper water from time to
time. Not every spot we fished was loaded up, but when we got on top
of a school of these toothy predators we had a lot of fun! Our main bait
for them is a dead ballyhoo on a three hook rig where the hooks are
connected in a line. This proved to be quite successful over and over. A
live cigar minnow blows a dead ballyhoo out of the water, but you can
only use what resources you have at your disposal.
Alex Murphy, the mate from the Contagious out of Robbie’s told me
that on Friday they had a great day with 3 sailfish and a box full of
HUGE vermilion snappers! He said the “vermies” were biting on every
single drop and they were in the 6 to 7 pound range. That’s a huge
vermilion anywhere you fish, but especially in 300 feet of water outside
of one of the busiest fishing towns in the Keys. I’ve been deep dropping
in the Bahamas multiple times and have never had the verms average 6
Cont. on pg. 19
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chum bag and sit back with a cold drink. When you’re done with your
drink it’s time to start fishing. I really don’t think it matters what you
use as long as your hook isn’t bare. My preference is a chartreuse Hank
Brown’s Hook Up Jig and shrimp combination. You can cast and retrieve
it or float it under a Cajun Thunder. You can also drift a live pilchard
back with the current, cast a red and white bucktail, or throw a silver
spoon. Whatever your choice of ammo is, be prepared for arm jolting
strikes. The macks don’t tip toe up to the bait, they hit it at full speed.
This is no time to be wondering about your drag. Make sure they’re
greased and working smooth before you leave the dock. A reel with a
great drag system is the Daiwa Whisker SS 1300. Match them with a
light action 7 ½ foot Coastal Series Falcon Graphite Rod and spool them
with plenty of 10 lb Power Pro line and you’re off to the races.
Until next time, good tides and keep the Sun to your back.
Capt. Kerry Wingo Tails Up Fishing Charters

Capt. Lain Goodwin‘s column is being written this week by Capt. Kerry Wingo:

Greetings fish fans. If you’re reading this right now, chances are that
you’re in the Keys, or at least South Florida, and I would certainly hate
to be anywhere else in the United States. If you’ve seen the weather
lately you know what I’m talking about. We’re the only place in the
nation where the locals are wearing shorts and flip flops. We could
actually use a little blast of cold air to move the fish around. The water
is cool but it’s not cold and the big snook and redfish aren’t sure if they
should be in their fall pattern or their winter pattern. One thing is for
sure though, the Spanish mackerel know exactly where they should be.
The bite has been red hot out on the edge of the Gulf. Take a ride out
past East Cape to around 10-12 feet of water, anchor up, put out your

This week we enjoyed a slight change in temperature here in the upper
Keys as the winds shifted and blew from the North. It wasn’t anything
too drastic and we didn’t have to break out the heavy coats, but these
little changes are positive when it comes to catching fish. When water
temps warm and conditions get too nice, fishing in general just doesn’t
stay consistent. Fish get lazy after gorging themselves in early morning
rituals and they take long breaks during the middle of the day. Sailfish
have really slowed lately due to the fact many fish are holding tight
further North off of Jupiter and maybe even farther than that. Now that
we are seeing colder weather sliding into the South I expect another
push of bait and plenty of fish following them. We are still seeing good
numbers of Mahi just off the edge and even further offshore around the
humps. Dolphin fishing is more of a pick in regards to how many fish are
Jan. 14th, 2009

actually coming thru and the black fin tuna population is very similar.
However, wreck fishing has turned the corner and we are consistently
catching nice snapper and Jacks off of the structure and deep reefs.
Chicken rigs are great for this style of fishing and also bottom rigs
with either live cigar minnows or pilchards work great for big muttons
and grouper. We also find some good kingfish and even a few African
pompano hanging too. Sharks are also making a better appearance and
unfortunately they generally enjoy what we are reeling in. I guess they
have to eat too! Another fish we are starting to see more of lately are
Cobia. Cobia hang around wrecks and right now we tend to look hard
for them inside the reef where the sand is. These brown fish like to hang
with sting rays and sharks so keep a close eye out for them and sling
them a big grunt or pinfish. Cero Mackerel have been steady inside the
edge where they torment schools of ballyhoo on a daily basis. These
fish really enjoy ballyhoo and although they might go after a minnow
or pilchard, Cero’s will make short work out of a fresh hoo rigged on
light wire. So drag some live ones around from 50 feet of water on in
and you should have no problem getting covered up frequently. Yellow
tail snapper will bite when the current is moving behind the boat and we
are starting to see more black grouper in these same areas. Drop down
a live tail and if there is a black hiding in the rocks you should get bent.
Keep them out of the rocks! In shallower, around the patches, we are
catching good numbers of gray snapper and even a few muttons. When
the water is dirty the fish have been chewing well, but clean water has
made it tough to buy bites. I just move around until I find the dirty stuff.
Remember that you can’t catch them unless you get out there, so get
going. Good luck!
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Ya just gotta’ keep our sport fish species protected and healthy. After
all, they’re what John Adams and other visiting anglers travel here for.
As morning turned into afternoon, we now find our duo anchored
on the reef somewhere off Vaca Cut in 47 foot of water. There they
proceeded to catch some serious table fare with an abundance of
very nice Hogfish 15-20 inches, Mutton Snapper around 4-5 pounds,
Mangrove Snapper to around 20 inches, throw in a few Yellowtails, and
some small Grouper and you have the makin’s for one of those fantastic
Keys fishin’ and I must add, catchin’ days. OH YEAH!!! This is what
John came here for.

Maintenance and Fishing Tips for You and your Pals –

The fishing adventures of the “Average Joe”. Since I am just passing
on these fishing reports, stories, or tales; there is no way I can validate
them. I will say this though, “There is no way I would ever question
the integrity of a fisherman or fishing lady. As far as I’m concerned,
whatever you say . . . is gospel.”
They’re here. The much needed “Snowbirds” is what I’m talkin’ about.
Most of ‘em came with one thing in mind . . . to catch fish.
And yes, the fish are here also. The Sailfish bite is on, the Cobes are
in the Bay, Spanish Mackerel are all over every bait ya toss in the water
out back, Smoker Kings are burning your drags out front and in the deep
Bay also. Bottom fishin’ is red hot and, with at least one year reprieve
from the Grouper closure, it’s time to get out there and put some of those
tasty Grouper fillets on the Barbie.

Catch of the Week –
Marathon Shores winter resident ”Chiz” Burdette and his friend
John Adams, who traveled all the way across the mighty Atlantic from
Birmingham, England; just to wet a line with his good bud.
The day started trolling in 180-200 foot of water off Marathon where
their efforts were rewarded with a 6 foot Sailfish. The Sail would have
been very tasty smoked, but our species conservative anglers settled for
tuna instead. Not a bad substitute . . . wouldn’t ya say?

When washing off your reels after a hard day on the water; don’t use
a strong blast, use a soft spray. Personally I don’t recommend using
soap. You just want to wash off the salt, not force it into the reel or get
soap into reel. Also, it’s a good idea to tighten down the drag to lessen
the chance of water and salt getting into the drag washers. Afterward,
loosen the drag to allow the drag washers to dry out and prevent them
from keeping the memory of being smashed down; increasing the life of
the drag washers. This practice is recommended for both spinning and
conventional reels. It’s just a good habit to get into.
After rinsing off your reels and rods, you should always dry them off
with a clean towel. The calcium deposits in our hard water will quickly
turn the surfaces into collections of water spots. Calcium is a soft silvery
white element that is an alkaline earth metal constituting about three
percent of the earth’s crust. It is essential to the formation of bones and
teeth . . . doesn’t do much for your fishing equipment except make it
look old before it’s time.
Don’t forget the soldiers, they keep us” fishin’ free’”, God bless the
peacemakers. To support our troops go to Forgotten Soldiers Outreach:
www.forgottensoldiers.org.
I welcome disagreements, corrections, or comments; along with your
favorite fishin’ adventure. I’m always looking for fishin’ reports, stories,
or tales. E-mail them to me at: danielsreelandrod@comcast.net, phone
(305) 304-4118, or come by my shop: Daniel’s Reel and Rod Repair,
8347 Overseas Hwy, Marathon.
God Bless and keep smilin’, even when the fish don’t bite.
Daniel Kern

Robert caught this beautiful sailfish on board the Big Dawg
with Captain Mike Biffel.
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No one can complain about the weather we’ve been having lately
because it has been gorgeous for this time of year. This week was
a little funny in the way of weather because we had a really strong
front come through mid week. It pored down rain and was blowing in
excess of thirty five miles per hour. This usually means you can expect
temperatures in the low sixties the next day but the cold weather never
made it down until a couple days later. Even then, the weather was a
pleasant seventy five but still a little cool on the water. This of course
meant that the fishing was great with all sorts of species scouring the
flats. The permit fishing was solid this week with fish in good numbers.
You have to remind yourself that it’s not March and some spots you
fish might have nothing. Then you fish some where else and you get ten

Things were a little slow this week with the full moon cycle on us. The
water temperature is about 74.2 on the reef and the current was ripping
east early but has since slowed down. Dirty green water has been out to
200 feet and hopefully the powder blue water will hang around the bar
area and the clear blue in the 150 foot depths.
Offshore has been spotty but we are still catching Dolphin in good
numbers. I have caught Dolphin at least once a week every week of this
year. Usually we see a huge drop in Dolphin catches but it has remained
above average right through early winter so far. Fish have been caught
in every depth from 30 feet right out to 300 or so. Sailfish have been
cooperative and just starting to become a reliable target. I found a few
small fish this week and landed all of them. All were under 30 pounds.
Jan. 14th, 2009

Pg. 

shots. The main thing we had going for us this week was our sun. We
had bright blue skies for most of the week so you can really see the flat.
The fish were a little spooky so you had to make an accurate cast to get
a bite. When fly fishing for permit I just always try and get it as close as
I can no matter what the weather conditions. When ever I try to cast past
the fish and swing the fly to them it never seems to work. Sometimes
you will get the fish interested but never enough to eat the fly. That’s
at least in my experience with permit. I also believe in stripping the fly
away form the fish instead of letting the fish see the fly and the fly sit on
the bottom. I don’t like to make long strips but a short twitch to the line
can sometimes entice them to eat it. You can also use longer leaders to
help from spooking the fish and some anglers will go as far to lighten
their tippet. I don’t go that far but sometimes every little bit helps.
Even when the weather is nice your a going to go through some dry
spells in permit fishing so why not fish for all the barracuda that are
around. They seem to be on the larger side this year also with many fish
in the twenty pound range. If I have one angler in the boat I will often
times have a barracuda spinning outfit set up for him if the fishing gets
slow. Nothing works better than a tube lure for these speedsters. Just cast
it way past them and about four to six feet in front of them. I like to real
at a regular speed until the barracuda starts chasing the lure. Once he is
on it you reel as fast as you can and wait for the strike. Once the fish has
eaten the lure just keep reeling until your rod starts to bend over. Then
you set the hook and watch the show. I have lots of people that don’t like
fishing for cuda but I get a big kick out of it. I mean they make lighting
fast runs and they do a little jumping. What more could you ask for in
a game fish. Well it looks like we have a big front coming in but that’s
what they said last week so lets just wait and see. Hope everyone has
tight lines and fish boat side until next week.

Trolling with Pakula Uzi’s picked up 2 and a naked ballyhoo the other.
Boats have been finding fish on Kite flown baits and by casting live
Ballyhoo to fish spraying bait right up on the reef. Wahoo have been
around this full moon cycle with fish working bait in my chum-slick
twice this week. Tunas are working the usual spots to the west and live
chumming Pilchards is the only way to go.
On the reef the fishing was a little slow with the full moon but small
waves of feeding were there and you had to be ready. Saturday we found
a couple of nice Black Grouper in the 90 foot depths along with two 5
pound Porgies. We would have a feeding wave with a bunch of fish for
5-10 minutes followed by 40 minutes of little Yellowtail stealing baits.
Then another wave, another wait and another wave. The current was
running right up the anchor line most of the time but has slowed quite a
bit. Keep the chum flowing, vary your baits and move around a little and
it will pay off. I found whole Squid to be the best bait. I had a pinfish sit
for 2 hours without a bite and squid were being eaten as soon as they hit
bottom. The biggest black of the week for my charters was 14 pounds
and ate a 4 inch whole squid.
The Gulf was fishing great just up to the full moon. Cobia were on a
few different wrecks and rock-piles I worked and big Kings were there
as well. I found 3 Kings over 40 pounds and a bunch of 15-25 pounders.
The bottom gave up the usual undersized Red Grouper and some good
Mangrove Snappers. Most of the Cobia were release size and 1 25 pound
fish ate a live Pinfish.

Every Day’s a Holiday
Fishing in the Keys!
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What a great start to the new fishing year of 2009. We have been really
racking it up here in Key West at Dream Catcher Charters. Before last
week we thought things were going to be a bit slow but as it turned out
we were really busy both inshore and offshore. That, combined with
great weather, made for much to talk about.
Offshore, I had a few trips in my 32 ft Yellowfin that were very
prosperous for my anglers with a mixed bag of species in various areas.
The inshore shallower patch reefs produced some great plug fishing
action. Casting lipped plugs were the ticket to catch several nice sized
mutton snappers along with a few black groupers in the 5 – 9 lb range.
This made for a nice warm up for what was to come when we made our
way out offshore to the reef and beyond. Armed with blue runners the live

Captain Ron Wagner never forgot the story and its importance after
seeing this film as a youngster. Wind Across The Everglades captures
the wild, dangerous beauty of early 1900s Florida. As an alcoholic
conservationist tries to protect the Florida Everglades from both real
estate developers and poachers killing some of the wild life.
This agent faces off with the leader of one band of bird-hunters
in this fictionalized account of the Audubon Society battle
to end the killing of Florida’s plume birds, whose feathers were
used at the turn of the century for women’s hats.
Hunters were receiving $60 to $100 per bird for those feathers.
The movie which is hour and half long has wonderful
video scenes from the Everglades the way they were.
— Monday, January 19th at 6:30 P.M. —
Islamorada Public Library, MM 82, Bayside
Lecture is free and open to the public. Refreshments will be served.
For more information please call Irving Eyster, President of the
Matecumbe Historical Trust at (305) 664-9504.
Pg. 	

baiting for kingfish was awesome. Each day we managed to put a nice
30+ lb king along side the boat. We did bring one back for smoking that
weighed in at 38 lb for our large fish for the week. Outside the reef, the
bottom fishing was off the hook. We had nice catches of larger groupers
up to 28 lbs and a limit of red snappers up to 16 lbs. While bottom fishing
in past 180 ft we had a great shot at some nice sized bull dolphin and were
able to put a 24 lb fish in the boat using pitched live bait.
Our flat fishing trips have also done very well and that can be typical
during the full moon. With the extreme tides and the lows being in the
morning this past week I expected the permit fishing to be strong and it
was. With a nice push of fresh water coming on the flats almost all day
the sight fishing on the flats was great. We were able to offer our clients
many shots at permit tailing in the shallows and cruising the edges.
A trip out to the Marquesas Keys this time of the year is incredibly
rewarding. There, we were into permit and tarpon, making it a fun day in
the flats fishing Utopia.
The inshore bay fishing has also kept up with the rest of it. We have
been starting off the mornings fishing for tarpon on the early season
warming trends and been somewhat productive with a few fish jumped
this week and one boated. The trout this year seem to be getting bigger
and more numerous. Casting a plug or a jig is the ticket for these fish.
Around the trout areas you will also find lady fish, jacks, and many
pompano. It has not been uncommon for our backcountry fishing
charters to come in after 4 hours with over 50 fish caught among 3
persons. For a bonus surprise in these areas, there are large jack crevalle
coming through and eating the lugs or jigs making for a great fight.
In my report you saw a hint of tarpon fishing, well its getting close to that
time of the year. While this time of the year is not normally considered
tarpon season we have been getting into them pretty good. Most of the fish
this time of the year can be quite large and be a bunch of fun for anyone
wanting to take a shot at the silver king.
From my crew and I here at Dream Catcher Charters enjoy your week.
Come see us soon.

Vacation Opportunity . . .
Fishing, Skiing, Travel to Europe
or Overseas . . . Go Anywhere!
If you think the fishing is good in the Fabulous
Florida Keys, why not try Belize, Costa Rica,
Mexico – where’s your dream fish?
Retail value - $3,500 for 7 days, now offering for $800. Can also
be an all inclusive (meals, drinks, etc., but not airfare).
Send e-mail to: timeshare@weeklyfisherman.com
for more information and details . . .
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Fishing Tournaments coming up in 2009 . . .
Jan. 15-17: Islamorada Presidential Sailfish Tournament.
Islamorada. In this all-release tournament, anglers fish for the mighty
sailfish in waters surrounding the island known as the Sportfishing Capital
of the World. The tournament is an official event of the World Billfish
Series, Southeast Division. Contact Dianne Harbaugh at (305) 852-2102.
Jan. 19-20: Boomer Esiason Foundation Captain Al Flutie Over the
Hill Rip-Off. Islamorada. Anglers ages 50 and over are challenged to
catch and release the most sailfish. Contact Bill Kelly at (305) 394-5333.
Jan. 21-22: Islamorada Fishing Club Sailfish Tournament.
Islamorada. The historic fishing club offers a $30,000 cash prize to the
winning team in this sailfish challenge. The tournament is limited to
30 boats. Contact Theresa at (305) 664-4735, e-mail: fishclubtheresa@
bellsouth.net, or visit: www.theislamoradafishingclub.com.
Jan. 23-25: Hog’s Breath King Mackerel Tournament. Key West.
Anglers use fast boats to target the voracious king mackerel, also known
as kingfish, for cash prizes. Contact Lee Murray at (305) 797-1117.
Jan. 24-25: Florida Keys Fishing Guides Association Swamp
Guides Ball. Islamorada. This all-release event offers fishing for
bonefish, redfish and snook in the shallows of the Florida Keys and the
saltwater fringes of the Everglades. Contact Terry Albury at (305) 6645142 or e-mail: talbury@aol.com.
Feb. 6-8: Islamorada Women’s Sailfish Tournament. Islamorada.
Female anglers challenge fishing’s famous tail-dancers to win trophies
and prizes. Contact Tammie Gurgiolo at (305) 852-9337.
Feb. 17-18: Poor Girls Sailfish Tournament. Key Largo and
Islamorada. This popular Keys tournament typically draws more than
200 anglers. Contact Mark Mills at (305) 852-9085 or visit:
www.keysradio.com.
Feb. 26-28: Backcountry Fly Championship. Islamorada. This new flyfishing competition is to target snook and redfish in a region of the Keys
that is famous for them. Contact Charlotte Ambrogio at (305) 664-2444.

Harrison Goonewardene with another example of
fishing results in the Keys with Bamboo Charters.
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Charlie caught this great Permit on the wrecks in Islamorada!

A nice winter Wahoo caught for the dinner table while live-bait fishing for
king fish. Caught while fishing with Capt. George Clark, out of Key Largo.

Elliot Sudal, down on spring break from UConn caught this nice bull while
fishing with Bolton Perry. He ate a pinfish while moored up at the Adolphus
Busch off of Big Pine at the back of the boat. Many yellowtail and
some real nice jack caravelle were also in the catch!

Bill Mann from Canada with a mutton snapper, and what WAS
a Black Grouper . . . (sharks like them as much as we do).
Caught while fishing with Capt. Nick Borraccino.

Madeline Lallanilla, 13 years old, shows off a nice cobia she caught while
fishing with Capt. Dave Sisson out of Bud ‘n Mary’s Marina.

Jan. 14th, 2009

Dan and Cathy Soots with “Admiral Stewart” and their first sail. They
landed a triple and all posed with one fish. They were fishing on the KILLER
INSTINCT with Capt. Joe Petrucco.
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Sunday brought light winds and warm weather, not bad for January. A
bright full moon left me wishing I had gone sword fishing. This moon
slowed down the fishing a little bit but there was still plenty going on.
Reef fishing gave us good action on Saturday. Earlier this week we
had a few slow days but as the current picked up so did the fishing. The
grouper bite was on this weekend with pinfish and whole squid both
working well. We managed a few muttons as well. The muttons were
hitting baits flat lined in 35-40ft of water. Yellowtails were running on
the large side this week. They were a little tough to get but all the fish
were quality. We found some big tails on the edge of the reef in 70ft and
pulled some off the hump. Bonito and ballyhoo strips worked well but
we had to drop down to 12lb fluorocarbon in order to get them to feed.
We found a couple of kingfish willing to eat live blue runners.

Snook fishing in Flamingo was as good as it gets the past week.
Although its catch and release for awhile, this has been one of my
favorites. From the middle and east cape canals to snake bight and the
several smaller creeks in between, the big ones have been arriving and
their appetites were nothing short of gluttonous . There are many ways to
fish them, but when they are in the channels and creeks, live bait is tops,
pinfish will catch bigger Snook than any other bait. Sure you can toss
pilchards and shrimp at them, but the big boys love a lively pinfish. Use
a mustad 9174 hook, size 2/0 to 4/0. It’s a brown short shank hook that
can rust quickly but sharpens easily. To keep them from rusting, spray a
corrosion inhibiter right on a bunch of these when you purchase them,
let it dry before putting away and be assured they will be Bristol when
you need them. For the leader, use regular Ande monofilament in the
Jan. 14th, 2009
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Wreck fishing picked up through the weekend. There were big
amberjacks moving into the area. Aj’s are a lot of fun to pull on but not
great eating and can get in the way of fishing muttons and grouper. Keep
your baits tight to the structure to find the grouper. Muttons will often
hang out on the sand around the wreck. Lock down your drags and hang
on, big fish will do there best to head straight back into the structure. You
will either catch them or loose them in the first few seconds of the fight.
Offshore was pretty slow this week. There were a few boats that
stumbled across a sailfish or a few dolphin. Most boats did not find much
and spent a lot of time trolling barren water. If you got in close to the
reef there were some mackerel and bonito. If you get into the bonito it’s
a good idea to box one or two for yellowtail bait. Bonito strips are very
useful and versatile baits. The cero mackerel were running pretty thick
and were on the chunky side. If you get them in good numbers it is a blast
to fish light spinning rods. A few kingfish were also working the reef line.
The flats warmed up over the end of the week making for some pretty
good fishing. Bonefish were around in good numbers and I heard reports
of some big schools. Permit were out in good numbers and spread out
all over the place. There were some large fish found floating around the
coral heads. Live crabs are the go-to bait for permit and often the only
thing “floaters” will eat. It looks like we could get a cold front coming
through this week which might slow things down. If the water temps
stay up the permit fishing will remain strong. Tarpon fishing was good
this week rounding out the possibility of the coveted grand slam. Baby
and mid sized tarpon are the most consistent this time of year. You can
sometimes find a laid up adult but it is rare to find big resident fish in
this area. Look for the baby tarpon and toss live shrimp on supper sharp
hooks. I like a 12lb spinning outfit loaded with braid and 30lb leader. For
those who prefer fly rods toss shrimp or small baitfish patterns.
Good luck and good fishing.
pink color. Perhaps the number 1 selling line over the last 50 years from
Maine to Florida, it’s close to fluorocarbon lines but without the big
cost. It is used by many guides and anglers and its abrasion resistance
is super. I tend to use the 30 lb. test the most but will switch to 50 lb. if
Tarpon are in the area. Two to three feet is about right. You could write
a book on how to hook a Pinfish, and many methods are fine, but I have
been hooking them lightly through the back just in front of the dorsal.
They perform better to fool Mr. Snook as they look more natural in the
current. Anchor or stake out up current from where you think they are
are laying-up, and make casts cross current, then give a sweep of the rod
that allows an extra 6 feet of loose line to come off the reel -- which will
allow the bait to quickly try and run down deeper with little resistance.
Always keep your bail closed with the drag set. Once the Snook takes
the bait and you start to feel resistance with the tightening line, strike
with authority that will cross his eyes and make him really pissed off. At
this time, you have entered Snook Heaven. Enjoy the fight and let your
excitement build. Remember, It is closed season right now, release them
for tomorrow. Good Luck, Amigo.
Lynn and Sylvia who operate Seabird Marina here on Long Key
report that the Mackerel fishing off Sprigger bank has been excellent
and the trout bite is getting better each week. Those seeking Grouper
and Mangrove snapper brought in some very impressive catches to the
cleaning table. They had a busy time with those trailering boats to their
place now that the season is underway. Remember they have all the bait,
chum, ice etc. that you need And they rent the best boats around. Stop in
and see them.
I had a trip in the gulf one day and having it to myself, found it lit up
with permit finning on the surface. We managed to get 7 of them before
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There were plenty of opportunities this week for boaters and anglers
to get out on the water. We had a mix bag of wind and current all week,
making conditions day to day; but we’re used to that.
There’s still plenty of ballyhoo on the shallow reefs for anybody
looking to score sailfish baits. While fishing a patch reef in 25 feet of
water on Friday we happened to look off the port side and see ballyhoo
showering out of the water with frigate birds in pursuit. It turned out to
be three sailfish attacking a small school of hoos in gin clear water. We
managed to net only one bait from the chaos and used it immediately to
hook up one of the feeding sails. Even though we jumped the fish off,
it’s always a sight to see a pack of sailfish corral and hunt a school of
bait. Up and down the reef from Duck Key to Bahia Honda there has
been spotty action of this sort. If you spend some time patrolling this

depth you’re bound to run across a few sails over the course of the day.
The key is to have what they want . . . live ballyhoo.
Luckily there are fish out deeper too. Sailfish, dolphin, and plenty of
kingfish are patrolling waters off the reef edge. Trolling and covering
some ground with rigged ballyhoo will usually get you some bites. Stay
in the area where the action seems to be, and if you have them, drift
around with some live baits on the surface to try to entice those fish that
might be on the weary side.
There one day, gone the next. That’s the story with yellowtails this
week. One day this week we had the tails come up and bite good, one
day a healthy school of very large tails popped right up behind the boat
but wouldn’t bite, and another day it seemed as if there were never any
yellowtails to begin with. All you can do is try. If they aren’t there, or
don’t want to bite, move on, because they can really drive you crazy!
The current has been inconsistent at best this week, varying in
direction and speed from day to day and place to place. So long as you
find yourself in a position with decent current flow going behind the
boat, stick with the shallow reef fishing, as it has been very active with
snappers, grouper, and mackerel. If you end up with wind against tide,
or no current at all, it might be time to do something else. Closer to
shore you’ll find more consistent current flow, so try fishing the bridges
on outgoing tides, or humps in Hawks Channel. There have been good
numbers of gag grouper and mangrove snapper on channel humps lately.
Drift small live baits back in your chum slick on jig heads for best results.
If you’re looking to make an offshore trip, check on the distance of the
Gulf Stream edge. If it’s beyond 25 miles, tuna action on the humps will
be slower due to a lack of upwelling bringing bait up from the depths.
And if swordfish is your quarry . . . call one of our own local experts;
they’ll put you on the fish.
Good luck this week, and try to wish away the forecasted 25+ knot
northerly winds!

Featured Boat!
2001 Cobra
Center Console

2003 200 HP Mercury with
stainless steel prop. Includes:
Garmin GPS; aerated baitwell;
Bimini top; tandem axle trailer.
In Islamorada . . .
Must sell before January 30th!
$12,900. (417) 712-1950, or
tmorgan@pontiaccove.com

Quick Note on Photography . . .
Please submit your photos in RGB format, with the largest pixel
dimension (count) set to at least 1600 (1600x1200, for example).
Photos from camera phones generally are not big enough. We do our
best to include all photos, but unfortunately, some aren’t high enough
quality. Please do not adjust (Photoshop) files when sending photos.
We strive to publish the best reproduction of your beautiful catch for
everyone’s enjoyment . . .
Thanks!
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Dale Goddard shows off a nice grouper caught while
fishing out of Big Pine. He escapes the
Vermont winters to relax in the Keys and fish.
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Warm, warm, warm my friends. If the sun weren’t so low in the sky I’d
swear it was the month of May. Although tarpon aren’t bouncing off the
boat, so it must still be January. Fishing the flats and backcountry of the
Lower Keys has remained somewhat steady since I last reported. Permit,
redfish, cobia, large barracuda, and the occasional experienced bonefish
can still be found up shallow. While the larger jack species, snapper,
pompano, and sea trout continue to inhabit the deeper channels and
basins found Gulf side. Though I have found my sea trout and pompano
spots to hold less and less numbers as we continue to lack any substantial
cold fronts. I am sure they are just off course, most likely in deeper water.
Tides have been very low as they are every winter, and this has forced
me to plan around the high tide whenever possible. I have found most
of the shallow water flats action in areas where the tide is on the upper

Well it looks like winter is over. We had those couple of weeks of cool
weather and since then, it is back in the 70-80 degree pattern. To think
I have all of those clothes for two weeks a year! Heck, my tan never
even faded. For those visiting from just about anywhere north of the
state line, it has to be just like the brochure advertised. With all of this
nice weather, we really can’t complain about the winds now can we?
Not only has it been good weather, but the fishing has been quite good
as well. It has been a great month for yellowtail fishing with not only
numerous fish but also excellent sized fish to boot.
Yellowtail has not been the only species that has been running
rampant. Mutton snapper have made a huge come back from prior
year’s numbers, at least as far as the catch reports that I have seen. One
Pg. 14

half of the flood, preferably after 9 a.m. If anywhere near Key West and
Lakes Passage, look for permit. If anywhere between Sugarloaf Key
and Big Pine Key, expect to find redfish, bonefish, and cobia especially
around the larger stingrays. Tarpon can be found in any of these areas,
though particularly in the deeper channels. With water temps still less
than 75 degrees for now, I have yet to see any larger tarpon cross any
flats. If I do, I promise to do a back flip off my poling platform into the,
obviously warm January water. Thinking in terms of where the warmest
water might be found during this time of year should be the ticket for
weeks to come when sight fishing the Lower Keys flats. Given we
haven’t had any back-to-back cold fronts.
If you seek to fly fish the flats and backcountry of the Lower Keys
during the winter months, I have found there to be two essential
components for successful Keys cool water fly-fishing. These two
components are simply shrimp flies and sinking lines or tippets. Shine a
powerful flashlight over any healthy grass flat at night during this time
of year and you’ll see why I stress the shrimp patterns. The hundreds of
little glowing lights you will see reflecting in the flashlight, are the eyes
of the shrimp. It is during the winter and spring months when the most
shrimp inhabit the inshore water. Knowing this just gives fly-fisherman
another advantage as they try to fool Florida Keys nature. The second
necessity I mentioned for Lower Keys winter flats and backcountry
fly-fishing is sinking lines and or tippets. This is simply because the
typical winter weather can prove for great deeper water action. If the
temps are down, pull your sinking lines through the deeper channels
and basins anywhere fish muds are present, allowing your shrimp or
favorite pattern to get a bit more than half way down. Remember to use
a slow and steady retrieve while watching your line between strips for
any movement, letting you know a fish has taken. Strip set your fish, and
never raise your rod tip until you know that fish is hooked. If targeting
Cont. on pg. 16

of the most promising aspects of the mutton fishing that I have noticed
has been the number of smaller fish that have been around. I know
that when you catch a nice sized mutton, say 12 to 15 inches, you are
disappointed that you can not keep them because they are still under the
16-inch minimum. The fact of the matter is, you have been catching so
many of these just undersized fish which was not as prevalent just a few
years ago. This bodes well for the very near future. If we release them
properly without much injury, they will be big enough to keep in a very
short time.
The same can be said for the grouper fishery. I hear so many anglers
that talk about the grouper they caught that was just under the limit. (By
the way, you can not stretch them out even by stepping on them. I know,
I’ve tried!) They are what they are but you know what? In a short time,
those fish will be of legal size and you too will have more than stories to
tell. In fact, you will be able to do ‘show & tell.’ In recent weeks, I have
heard of quite a few good-sized grouper coming in on many anglers’
boats. The action along the deep edge of the reef has been good for fish
that you would not even have to think about measuring.
The reverse problem has been common in the bay with both the trout
& redfish. I as well as quite a few anglers that I have talked with have
had trouble finding either of those species small enough to be able to
keep. Both have a slot of sizes that regulate them. With all of this warm
weather, an influx of both has been noticeable in the outer bay waters
in the tall grass. Finding a trout that would fit under the maximum size
was impossible just a few days ago on a trip with over 40 being caught.
It was fun to catch such big trout but hard to explain to the anglers that it
was ‘too big’ to keep! On the same trip, of the five redfish caught, none
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Wow who turned on the light switch? Every year is the same, right
after the Christmas holiday they come from all over and end up here
in the Keys. I have been slammed since December 26th. Don’t get me
wrong, I love to work and the fact that I am working every day makes
me very happy, but the transition of being slow to full bore can throw
you for a loop right in the beginning.
Dolphin are here today gone tomorrow. One day you can catch all you
want and the next day they become scarce. Well, this time of the year
the dolphin are hauling butt to the west, with no chance on keeping them
behind the boat with usual methods. This time of year you must keep
up with them and keep them interested by giving them some freebees.
Even this method sometimes doesn’t work. What I have been doing is
keeping the boat in gear in a westerly direction and we have been able
to pick at them until they get out in front of boat. Then what I have been
doing is using the spinning rods with a ballyhoo hooked through the
nose and trolling back to the fish. With the spinning rods it makes quick
work of these hungry dolphin. The reason why I use the spinning rods
is because the fish tend to be from 8-15 pounds and when using a whole
ballyhoo the fish tend to grab the bait and tear it up on the rigged hoos on
the conventional rods. Since you are going to have to drop back to them
anyways I have my customers use the spinning rods with the bail open
and their index finger on the line to hold the bait from free spooling back.

Apparently, the requested change in price by Keys Custom Rods for “Stick
Lead” was incorrect in the December 31st issue of The Weekly Fisherman.
We regret any aggravation that occurred. $2.50/lb. is now correct.
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When they get a bite they let go of the line with their finger and count
to five and then reel, usually by this time the dolphin have the bait down
their throat. I only do this when there are working birds present. We ended
up with a better hook up ratio doing it this way. The drop back is very
crucial. The dolphins have been thick out beyond 600 feet and on the reef
while sail fishing. Usually if you find the sailfish the dolphin are not far
behind. The dolphin have been under birds mostly, so the next time you
see some birds working try this method, I am sure you will love it.
The sail fishing has stayed pretty consistent up and down the reef with
the better bites around Tennessee Light to Duck Key and 5 miles west
of Sombrero Light to Big Pine. A few fish have been caught out in front
of Marathon about three to five miles east of the light too. I haven’t
been sail fishing since last week but after talking to my buddies this has
been where the bites have been good. Remember to always have out
some sort of teaser, whether it is a pre-made dredge with fresh ballyhoo
on it or a plastic resemblance of fish or a live bait teaser. Making the
impression that there is a good size school of fish behind your boat will
increase the amount of sailfish that visit your spread.
Way offshore the fish have been few and far in-between. The dolphins
are out there but once you get beyond 15 miles the fish start getting
scarce. The hump has been inundated with really small blackfins and
plenty of amberjacks and sharks. It really isn’t worth the trip to the hump
in my mind but by all means you never know when a school of larger
blackfins will show up. I have been out there twice this week and the fish
are bait size, which isn’t bad but to go all the way out there just to get
small ones doesn’t work for me. If you catch a few of these small ones
they make great bait for deep dropping and I like to use them live or
dead for the amberjacks and sharks that have inundated the hump. The
deep dropping has been really slow, I caught a few tilefish and a couple
of queens and that’s about it for the deep dropping. The sword fishing
has been hit or miss lately. Some guys have been pretty successful with
the sword fishing and others like myself have just been there on the
wrong day. I have been fishing for swords in the daytime now for over
two years, and this was the first time I didn’t even get a bite. You see
it happens to all of us eventually. But on the way in from swording we
found plenty of dolphin to keep my customers happy.
Have a great week - get out there and think big.

— The Feldman Family —
Left - Sofie Feldman holding one 14 pound mutton
Center - two 14 pound muttons and two 35 pound amberjack’s
Right - Max Feldman holding what was left of his mutton
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It was yet another great week here in the Bahamas with light winds
and 78 degree weather. All around fishing remains pretty darn good
throughout the Out Islands and Abacos. Water temps remain in the 74
degree range and we are starting to see some dolphin and yellowfin
mixed with wahoo. The wahoo bite remains strong and double digit bites
are the norm on a full day trip.
This week the bulk of the bites were in some deeper water in the 300 to
500 foot depths. Along with the wahoo bite we are starting to see some
more dolphin as well as an occasional yellowfin. The blackfin continue
to be littered throughout the 200 foot depths. Just put out a cedar plug if
you want some guaranteed tuna. We received a good bit of reports this
week up and down the Bahamas chain so here goes…
ABACOS
We started to see some bigger wahoo this week. Some of the fish were
in the 70 lb. range. Bigger fish typically start to show in the later winter.

I expect this trend to continue as we approach February and March. The
larger fish this week came off the pocket of Nunjack Cay. There is some
pretty good structure right out of the cut which has been producing.
Down towards Guana and Man O War the bite still remains very good.
On a full day trip you can expect in excess of 10 bites.
North Eleuthera
We received our first report of a great yellowfin bite this week. The
tuna here seem to live there year round. Some of the tuna this week were
in excess of 50 lbs.
In this area chunking is the way to go. You start your morning by
catching live pilchards then off you go. Spot the birds and the yellowfin
are there. Start your drift in this area. Start by having 2 or 3 hooked
pilchards attached to a circle hook. Then start freelining them while
throwing over 30 or 40 loose pilchards. This should get the tuna in a
feeding frenzy. It seems the fish are trained here as sometimes the tuna
will gather underneath the boat before you even throw out the pilchards.
Out Islands
Cat Island continues to see some of the biggest wahoo of the season.
Top hoo of the week went to the boat Cow Hunter at 79 lbs. They caught
this one at Devils Point just 4 miles from the marina. Dolphin fishing
remained very good this early in the season for Cat. Spotting the frigates
is the key. Once you start seeing the frigates approach the water slow
down and put out some ballyhoo. All the dolphin this week were in the
20 to 35 lb. range.
We continue to see a great bite here in the Bahamas. It’s great to see
the wahoo bite remaining excellent as well as some dolphin and tuna
start to show. I expect some of the biggest wahoo of the season to show
in the next couple months.

Capt. Navarro cont. from pg. 14

were small enough. (Isn’t it amazing how a fisherman can always find
something to complain about?)
What we are starting to see is a big influx of cobia and the big kingfish.
I have had reports from some fishermen about the kings being ‘piled up’
in waters along the reef line. From some of the yellowtail anglers, there
have so many, it has been a problem to get a fish past them, particularly
well west of the light. They can be more aggressive towards a hooked
yellowtail than a ‘Cuda and usually there are a great deal more of
them in the area. Mackerel are also thick, both in the bay as well as
the Oceanside of the islands. Cobia have been increasing in frequency
bayside in the past couple of weeks with some well over 50 pounds
being taken this past week.
Another good area has been the reef and the ‘edge’ of the reef with a
mixed variety of species, areas of Hawk Channel on the drift, the banks
of the bay and the bridge channels. The most consistent has been the
bridge channels for plenty of action as well as a good catch of eating fish
almost a given on a daily basis. Fishing these channels to their fullest
potential is something that is not as simple as it may look. Knowing
where and when to fish a particular spot is something that comes with
time. These channels can save you on a slow day elsewhere as well as
provide you a good place to fish on those bad weather days.
All of these areas require a different type of rigging for fishing
them correctly. To learn more about when and where to head out for
each species, what to take and what to expect, we will be holding a
free fishing seminar this Sunday evening from 6 to 8 at our Marine
Educational Center at our new location at 3740 Overseas Highway to
help. Everyone is welcome to attend.
Pg. 16

Bahama’s fish count continues to be high, despite the best efforts
of the anglers chartering trips with Over Under Adventures!
Capt. Kelly

cont. from pg. 14

large fish muds far from any flats, expect to catch pompano, sea trout,
jacks, and ladyfish. If looking to catch a cool water bone or redfish,
target fish muds closer to the flats away from any rock or sandy bottom,
these muds tend to be much smaller and almost transparent. If temps are
on the up and you’re having trouble finding any fish muds, switch over
to your floating line and get back on the flats. Till next week, see you on
the water.
Capt Luke
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1999 Stamas 31´

Twin 350’s fresh H2O cooled
(aprox. 450 hrs). Full Tower with
steering station & electronics.
2 Furuno Color fish finders;
Furuno GPS; Furuno radar.
New Eisenglass enclosure.
Immaculate Condition Inside and
Out. Asking $77,500. Call (305)
289-0455 or (716) 499-2243

1988 17’9 ActionCraft

Totally rewired, new tank,
incredibly light/bare hull, superb
boat for the flats specialist or
first-timer, shallow/deep water
capabilities that match any $30K
boat! One Owner, equipped with
2001 90hp YAMAHA perfectly
maintained (only 500 hrs), 2005
custom trailer. Only $8,000. Call
Chuck @ (305) 517-9542 - leave message.

2007 Hydra-Sports
Vector 2200VX

This is a Brand New Vector
2200VX with a Yamaha F250hp
Outboard Motor. Fully Loaded
with all the options. Please call
or e-mail joliver@johnsonmarine.com for all the details.
This boat must sell. $61,999 Ask
for Joe @ (909) 986-1189.

2001 EGG HARBOR
Sport Fisherman

Call (609) 731-1712

2007 Hydra-Sports
Vector 2900CC

2005 18´ ActionCraft

1992 Grady White 28´
Marlin

Maverick

Twin 250 Yamahas. VHF,GPS,
Depth Finder, Stereo, CD. 10’7
beam, Roomy cockpit. Ready
for anything. A Must See Boat.
Asking $39,500 obo.
Call (305) 852-0842 home, or
(305) 451-7850 cell

Well-kept, in pristine condition.
Full electronics, incl. GPS
w/Southwest Blur chart chip.
Yamaha 175; G Loomis push
pole; 2005 trailer; battery
charger; trolling motor trim tabs.
Priced to sell at $13,000.
E-mail: captiten@aol.com
or call (865) 445-4387

2004 Conch 27 w/Trailer

Maverick 17´ Flats Boat

With Trailer, 150HP Yamaha
with Garmin Chart Plotter and
Fishfinder. Low Hours, Excellent
Condition. Price $22,000.
Call John @ (305) 744-0291

This is a Brand New 2007 Vector
2900 CC with Twin Yamaha
F250hp Outboard Motors.
Twin Raymarine C120 screens;
radar, auto pilot, windlass, two
large bait tanks. This boat must
sell! $116,899. Call or e-mail
joliver@johnson-marine.com
with all $$$ offers. Ask for Joe @ (909) 986-1189.

Less than 250 hrs. on Twin 200
Yamaha engines with Furuno
Bottom Machine, Furuno Radar,
Search Light, Garmin Chart
Plotter, Excellent Condition.
Price $90,000.
Call John: (305) 744-0291

Pg. 17

Asking $265,000. Original
owner. Pristine Condition!
Low hours. Full electronics:
GPS, Radar, Autopilot, VHF,
Depthfinder. Teak interior in
NEW condition. Professionally
maintained and Seasonal Usage
only. Located in Islamorada.

Kevlar; 155 hrs. 4-stroke Yamaha;
trolling motor, power pole; custom
poling platform with backrest; 2nd
casting platform for bow casting;
extra cleats, thru-hull lifting eye in
bow; spare prop; trim tabs; VHF
radio;boat rack with wheels; extra
rod holders; 2 new batteries; new
shore battery charger; cushions,
anchor, etc. Dry weight with engine: 1,115 lbs. - $17,500
Call (305) 607-4136 (owner direct).
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Captains – Join the Florida Keys Fishing Guides Association
Today & Receive a FREE Listing in the Keys Captain & Guide Directory!

KEY LARGO (Ocean Reef)
Date

Day

Jan 14

Wed

Jan 15

Thu

Jan 16

Fri

Jan 17

Sat

Jan 18

Sun

Jan 19

Mon

Jan 20

Tue

Jan 21

Wed

High
Time/Height

12:04 AM /
2.42 ft
12:57 AM /
2.26 ft
01:53 AM /
2.10 ft
02:53 AM /
1.99 ft
03:54 AM /
1.93 ft
04:53 AM /
1.93 ft

Low
Time/Height
04:34 AM /
-0.74 ft
05:26 AM /
-0.45 ft
06:19 AM /
-0.13 ft
07:14 AM /
0.17 ft
08:12 AM /
0.41 ft
09:11 AM /
0.57 ft
10:09 AM /
0.64 ft
11:04 AM /
0.62 ft

High
Time/Height
10:46 AM /
2.71 ft
11:32 AM /
2.55 ft
12:19 PM /
2.36 ft
01:07 PM /
2.17 ft
01:58 PM /
2.00 ft
02:54 PM /
1.88 ft
03:52 PM /
1.83 ft
04:50 PM /
1.83 ft

Low
Time/Height
05:04 PM /
-0.65 ft
05:55 PM /
-0.55 ft
06:48 PM /
-0.40 ft
07:43 PM /
-0.24 ft
08:40 PM /
-0.11 ft
09:37 PM /
-0.03 ft
10:32 PM /
-0.01 ft
11:24 PM /
-0.05 ft

BIG PINE (West Side - Pine Channel)
High
Time/Height
11:12 PM /
2.57 ft

Date

Day

Jan 14

Wed

Jan 15

Thu

Jan 16

Fri

Jan 17

Sat

Jan 18

Sun

Jan 19

Mon

Jan 20

Tue

Jan 21

Wed

ISLAMORADA (Whale Harbor)
Date

Day

Jan 14

Wed

Jan 15

Thur

Jan 16

Fri

Jan 17

Sat

Jan 18

Sun

Jan 19

Mon

Jan 20

Tue

Jan 21

Wed

High
Time/Height

12:30 AM /
1.39 ft
01:23 AM /
1.29 ft
02:19 AM /
1.20 ft
03:19 AM /
1.14 ft
04:20 AM /
1.10 ft
05:19 AM /
1.10 ft

Low
Time/Height
05:20 AM /
-0.35 ft
06:12 AM /
-0.21 ft
07:05 AM /
-0.06 ft
08:00 AM /
0.08 ft
08:58 AM /
0.19 ft
09:57 AM /
0.27 ft
10:55 AM /
0.30 ft
11:50 AM /
0.30 ft

High
Time/Height
11:12 AM /
1.55 ft
11:58 AM /
1.46 ft
12:45 PM /
1.35 ft
01:33 PM /
1.24 ft
02:24 PM /
1.15 ft
03:20 PM /
1.08 ft
04:18 PM /
1.05 ft
05:16 PM /
1.05 ft

Low
Time/Height
05:50 PM /
-0.31 ft
06:41 PM /
-0.26 ft
07:34 PM /
-0.19 ft
08:29 PM /
-0.12 ft
09:26 PM /
-0.05 ft
10:23 PM /
-0.01 ft
11:18 PM /
-0.01 ft

Day

Jan 14

Wed

Jan 15

Thu

Jan 16

Fri

Jan 17

Sat

Jan 18

Sun

Jan 19

Mon

Jan 20

Tue

Jan 21

Wed

High
Time/Height

12:14 AM /
1.44 ft
01:09 AM /
1.14 ft
02:16 AM /
0.90 ft
04:17 AM /
0.74 ft
06:33 AM /
0.74 ft
07:28 AM /
0.78 ft

Low
Time/Height
05:09 AM /
-0.33 ft
05:48 AM /
-0.13 ft
06:27 AM /
0.07 ft
07:07 AM /
0.26 ft
07:53 AM /
0.42 ft
08:47 AM /
0.54 ft
09:49 AM /
0.59 ft
10:50 AM /
0.58 ft

High
Time/Height
11:21 AM /
1.48 ft
11:58 AM /
1.58 ft
12:36 PM /
1.65 ft
01:17 PM /
1.68 ft
02:03 PM /
1.68 ft
02:56 PM /
1.67 ft
03:59 PM /
1.66 ft
05:06 PM /
1.70 ft

Moon Phases

Low
Time/Height
05:10 PM /
-0.01 ft
06:15 PM /
-0.01 ft
07:24 PM /
0.00 ft
08:36 PM /
-0.00 ft
09:48 PM /
-0.03 ft
10:56 PM /
-0.07 ft
11:56 PM /
-0.13 ft

12:46 AM /
0.84 ft
01:40 AM /
0.69 ft
02:40 AM /
0.55 ft
03:55 AM /
0.42 ft

Low
Time/Height
07:46 AM /
-0.11 ft
08:24 AM /
-0.04 ft
09:01 AM /
0.03 ft
09:40 AM /
0.09 ft
10:23 AM /
0.14 ft
12:27 AM /
-0.00 ft
01:40 AM /
-0.03 ft
02:43 AM /
-0.06 ft

High
Time/Height
12:44 PM /
0.69 ft
01:23 PM /
0.74 ft
02:04 PM /
0.77 ft
02:48 PM /
0.77 ft
03:38 PM /
0.77 ft
05:32 AM /
0.35 ft
07:05 AM /
0.33 ft
08:08 AM /
0.33 ft

Low
Time/Height
07:42 PM /
-0.00 ft
08:46 PM /
0.01 ft
09:55 PM /
0.01 ft
11:10 PM /
0.01 ft

High
Time/Height

11:12 AM /
0.17 ft
12:11 PM /
0.18 ft
01:12 PM /
0.18 ft

04:36 PM /
0.76 ft
05:40 PM /
0.76 ft
06:41 PM /
0.77 ft

CUDJOE KEY (Pirates Cove)
High
Time/Height
11:38 PM /
1.47 ft

Date

Day

Jan 14

Wed

Jan 15

Thu

Jan 16

Fri

Jan 17

Sat

Jan 18

Sun

Jan 19

Mon

Jan 20

Tue

Jan 21

Wed

MARATHON (Boot Key Harbor)
Date

High
Time/Height

High
Time/Height
03:24 AM /
1.45 ft
04:15 AM /
1.25 ft
05:09 AM /
1.03 ft
06:09 AM /
0.81 ft

Low
Time/Height
08:48 AM /
-0.20 ft
09:26 AM /
-0.07 ft
10:03 AM /
0.06 ft
10:42 AM /
0.17 ft
12:12 AM /
0.02 ft
01:29 AM /
-0.00 ft
02:42 AM /
-0.06 ft
03:45 AM /
-0.11 ft

High
Time/Height
04:13 PM /
1.02 ft
04:52 PM /
1.09 ft
05:33 PM /
1.13 ft
06:17 PM /
1.15 ft
07:24 AM /
0.63 ft
09:01 AM /
0.51 ft
10:34 AM /
0.48 ft
11:37 AM /
0.49 ft

Low
Time/Height
08:44 PM /
-0.00 ft
09:48 PM /
0.01 ft
10:57 PM /
0.03 ft

High
Time/Height

11:25 AM /
0.26 ft
12:14 PM /
0.32 ft
01:13 PM /
0.34 ft
02:14 PM /
0.34 ft

07:07 PM /
1.14 ft
08:05 PM /
1.12 ft
09:09 PM /
1.12 ft
10:10 PM /
1.14 ft

KEY WEST (South Side Hawk Channel)
High
Time/Height
11:23 PM /
1.76 ft

Date

Day

Jan 14

Wed

Jan 15

Thu

Jan 16

Fri

Jan 17

Sat

Jan 18

Sun

Jan 19

Mon

Jan 20

Tue

Jan 21

Wed

High
Time/Height

12:27 AM /
1.42 ft
01:27 AM /
1.12 ft
02:42 AM /
0.87 ft
04:19 AM /
0.71 ft
05:52 AM /
0.67 ft

Low
Time/Height
05:24 AM /
-0.24 ft
06:02 AM /
-0.08 ft
06:39 AM /
0.07 ft
07:18 AM /
0.20 ft
08:01 AM /
0.30 ft
08:50 AM /
0.37 ft
09:49 AM /
0.40 ft
12:21 AM /
-0.13 ft

High
Time/Height
11:31 AM /
1.42 ft
12:10 PM /
1.52 ft
12:51 PM /
1.58 ft
01:35 PM /
1.59 ft
02:25 PM /
1.58 ft
03:23 PM /
1.56 ft
04:27 PM /
1.55 ft
06:55 AM /
0.68 ft

Low
Time/Height
05:20 PM /
-0.00 ft
06:24 PM /
0.02 ft
07:33 PM /
0.03 ft
08:48 PM /
0.03 ft
10:05 PM /
-0.01 ft
11:18 PM /
-0.06 ft

High
Time/Height
11:33 PM /
1.74 ft

10:50 AM /
0.39 ft

05:28 PM /
1.59 ft

All Tide predictions may not be accurate. The Weekly Fisherman,
The Islamorada Charter Boat Association and The Florida Keys
New: 01/26/09 • First Quarter: 01/04/09
Fishing Guides Association accept no liabilities associated with any
Full: 01/10/09 • Last Quarter: 01/17/09
referenced use of the above-listed tidal information.
Jan. 14th, 2009
www.weeklyfisherman.com • www.keysboatexchange.com
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SAVOR KEYS SEAFOOD AND SALUTE
COMMERCIAL FISHERMEN
AT JAN. 17 FESTIVAL . . .

Fresh seafood has been an integral part of Keys cuisine since settlers
first fished the island chain’s waters nearly two centuries ago. Today,
chefs create signature dishes around the prized harvest of the region’s
commercial fishermen — from clawless Florida lobster to sweet pink
shrimp and stone crab claws.
This indigenous seafood, and the fishermen who devote their careers
to seeking it, are to be celebrated Saturday, Jan. 17, during the fourth
annual Florida Keys Seafood Festival. Presented by the Florida Keys
Commercial Fishermen’s Association and the University of Florida/
Monroe County Extension Service, the family-friendly festival is to take
place from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. at Key West’s Bayview Park, located at
Truman Avenue and Eisenhower Drive. Admission is free.
The seafood festival’s menu typically features fresh Florida lobster,
grouper, stone crab claws, deepwater golden crab, Key West pink shrimp
and more — including favorite dishes such as savory conch chowder,
sweet flan and Key lime pie. All seafood offerings are to be caught,
cooked and served by fishermen and their families. Soft drinks, beer and
wine also are to be available for purchase.
In addition, plans call for attractions including games for children,
entertainment by local musicians and an appearance by the Key West
High School band. The ZZ Top tribute band ZZ Not is scheduled as the
musical headliner during the evening hours. Vendor booths are to offer
arts and crafts portraying the fishing community and marine life, as well
as other items handcrafted by local artisans. Information booths and
educational exhibits also will be found on-site.
Proceeds from the festival are to benefit the Florida Keys Commercial
Fishermen’s Association and scholarships for college-bound children
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of commercial fishermen. For more information, call (305) 872-9026,
e-mail vickigale@bellsouth.net, or visit www.fkcfa.org or http://monroe.
ifas.ufl.edu/.
Capt. McCaddie

cont. from pg. 5

pounds, even in 700 feet of water. Whatever Al and his Capt. Brian Cone
were doing was definitely the right thing to do.
We are coming down off of a full moon this week, so I would expect
the night fishing to pick up tremendously. The yellowtails have been out
there after dark, but with the big bright moon they stayed close to the
bottom and didn’t feed heavily. Once the moon darkens a bit you will
find the fish much more apt to come up in the slick and jump on your
lines. As with any reef fishing, the night bite depends completely on the
conditions. If you find that the current is running against the wind it’s
most likely not going to be all that productive for you. When this is the
case you might want to run a few miles in hope of finding more favorable
conditions or head on home and save your chum. But when you get out
there and the conditions are right you can catch very nice fish all year
round. Yellowtailing isn’t just for the summer, it’s just a bit easier then.
Best of luck to ya – Capt. Brian
Capt. Wagner cont. from pg. 12

moving on to another specie. Over the years that I have been guiding
anglers from around the world, I am always striving for a variety of
Game Fish each day I fish. You could be into a big permit in the
morning, a huge Snook a little later, Tarpon later in the day and whatever
else comes along. That’s what makes the Florida Keys without a doubt
one of the best places to fish…. And that is exactly why I am here.
Now, GO FISH

This Directory is a comprehensive list of the best shallow water flats guides & offshore charter skippers
from Key Largo to Key West. Flats species of fish include: Bonefish, Permit, Tarpon, Redfish, Snook &
Trout. Offshore species of fish include: Dolphin, Sailfish, Wahoo, Kingfish, Tuna Snapper & Grouper.
Gulf species of fish include: Kingfish, Grouper, Snapper, Cobia & Tarpon.

Sponsored by the Islamorada Charter Boat Association and the Florida Keys Fishing Guides Association.
Join them and be listed for free.

Lower Keys

Captain / Charter

Big Pine Key to Key West
Contact Info

Capt. Chris Lembo
OFF/REEF
			
Capt. Kevin Wilson
OFF/REEF

incognitocharters@comcast.net

(305) 292-0067

			

www.fishmekeywest.com

Capt. Brad Nowicki

(305) 481-7908

(305) 745-5634

BC/FL/OFF/REEF/GF

			

Sightfish Charters

FL

Capt. Sandy Horn

BC/FL

www.captainbradnowicki.com

(305) 304-6132

			

www.sightfishfloridakeys.com

(305) 393-6913

			

shorn2979@yahoo.com

Capt. Steve Lamp
FL/OFF/WR/GF/FLY/TP
			

(888) 362-3474
www.fishingkeywest.com

Jan. 14th, 2009

Lower Keys (cont.) Big Pine Key to Key West
Captain / Charter
Capt. Frank Piku

Contact Info

OFF/GULF/REEF

(305) 509-1547

			

www.captainfranksfishingcharters.com

Andy Griffiths Charters OVN/MD/OFF/REEF
Night Swordfishing		
Capt. Bo Sellers
BC/FL

(305) 296-2639
www.fishandy.com
(305) 304-8442

Capt. Andrew Tipler
BC/FL/OFF/REEF
Last Cast Charters		
Capt. Tony Taverna
OFF/REEF/INSHORE
Morning Star Sportfishing		
Capt. Luke Kelly
FL/FLY/LT/BC/TP
keyflat@mac.com		
Capt. Barry / Capt. James OFF/REEF/WR
Eva Marie Sportfishing bgandrews18@aol.com

(305) 744-9796
www.lastcastcharters.net
(631) 355-9344

			

www.weeklyfisherman.com • www.keysboatexchange.com

www.sightfishingkeywest.com

www.morningstarsportfishingcharters.net

(305) 304-3152

www.lowerkeysflatsfishing.com

(305) 407-4381
(305) 304-6283
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This Directory is a comprehensive list of the best shallow water flats guides & offshore charter skippers
from Key Largo to Key West. Flats species of fish include: Bonefish, Permit, Tarpon, Redfish, Snook &
Trout. Offshore species of fish include: Dolphin, Sailfish, Wahoo, Kingfish, Tuna Snapper & Grouper.
Gulf species of fish include: Kingfish, Grouper, Snapper, Cobia & Tarpon.

Sponsored by the Islamorada Charter Boat Association and the Florida Keys Fishing Guides Association.
Join them and be listed for free.

Upper Keys

Captain / Charter

Key Largo to Islamorada

Capt. Greg Eklund
OFF/REEF/WR/FL
Cloud Nine Charters		
Key Largo Fishing
OFF/BC/REEF
Adventures		
Capt. Scott Keller
OFF/BC
			
Capt. Ron Moore
OFF/REEF/MD
Miller Time Charters		
Capt. Matt Bellinger
BC/GULF/REEF/WR
			
Capt. Joe Petrucco
OFF/GF/WR/REEF/BC
			
Capt. George Clark, Jr.
OFF/REEF/BC
			
Capt. Jef Pfister
BC/FL
			
Capt. Mike Makowski
BC/FL/FLY/LT
Black Foot Charter		
Capt. Wells Gable
BC/FL
			
Killer White Charters
OFF/REEF/TP
			
Capt. John Kohler
BC/FL
			
Capt. Ann Holahan
BC/FL/TP/FLY
			
Capt. Lain Goodwin
BC/FL
			
Capt. Tad Burke
BC/Fl/GF/OFF
			
Capt. Kevin Brown
Golden Reserve Charters
			
Capt. John Taskowitz
OFF
			
Capt. Ted Benbow
FL/BC
			
Capt. Bill Wert
FL/BC/LT/GF/FLY
Whisper Charters		
Capt. Stephen Murray
BC
			
Capt. Ron Allen
Fish Tales Charters
			
Capt. Butch Green
Sassy Lady Charters
			
Capt. Jeff Van Derflue
BC
			
Capt. Don Clark
OFF

Contact Info

(305) 360-7476
www.islamoradafishingtrips.com

(305) 923-9293

www.keyssportfishing.com

(305) 664-6678
captscott@badhabitfishingcharters.com

(305) 304-9473
www.millertimesportfishing.com

(305) 393-0909

www.bamboocharters.com

(305) 304-4580

www.killerinstinctcharters.com

(305) 522-2638
www.rodeocharters.com
(877) 362-5743

www.docksidecharters.com

(305) 481-0111

www.blackfootfishing.com

(305) 522-2373

www.captwellsgable@msn.com

(305) 522-0374
www.killerwhite.com
(305) 852-0369
jdkohler@bellsouth.net
(305) 664-5891
www.boneranger.com
(305) 304-2212

Captain / Charter

Key Largo to Islamorada
Contact Info

Capt. Juan Garcia
BC/GF/REEF/OFF
Beats Land Charters		
Capt. Skip Bradeen
OFF
			
Capt. Steve Friedman
FL/BC/FLY
			
Capt. Larry Wren
OFF
A Pirates Choice Charters		
Capt. Dave Purdo
FL/BC
Capt. J.R.
OFF
captainjr@bellsouth.net		
Capt Mitch Mitchell
BC/FL
			
Capt. Kerry Wingo
BC/LT/FL/FLY
			
Capt.Augie Wampler’s
OFF
captwamp@yahoo.com		
Capt. Ron Brack
OFF
Hattatude Sport Fishing Charters		
Capt. Jeff Frasier
OFF
Genesis Charters
Capt. Donny Lange
BC/FL
whereisdl@yahoo.com		
Capt. Ron Wagner
FL/BC
			
Capt.Paul Hunt
BC/FL/LT/FLY

captain@dirtywatercharters.com

captpaul@finhuntercharters.com		

(305) 852-0739
(305) 451-7354
(305) 394-0792

Capt. Bruce Andersen
OFF/WR
Capt. Easy Charters		
Capt. Skip Nielsen
BC/FL/LT
			
Capt. Robert Mathias, Jr “RESTLESS TOO”

www.goldreservecharters.com

(305) 664-9202
www.suzannefishingcharters.com

capt@floridakeysfishing.com		

(305) 393-0363

Capt.Bruce Pollock
Edge Charters

www.skinsandfinscharters.com

(305) 393-1910
mrbill54@bellsouth.net
(305) 393-1641

stevemurray126@comcast.net

(305) 664-0050

www.fishtalessportfishing.com

(305) 394-4717

sassyladycharters@comcast.net

(305) 393-6940

flatitudecharters@hotmail.com

(305) 393-2788

			

www.seahorsecharters.com

Capt. Richard Burson BC/FLY/LT/GF/REEF
R-U Fishing Yet Charters

(305) 360-3262
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Upper Keys (cont.)

FL/BC/LT
www.florida-keys-fishing-guides.com

Middle Keys

Captain / Charter

(305) 297-0438

www.beatslandcharters.com

(305) 481-5151
www.bluechiptoo.com
(305) 393-3474
www.afishingguide.com
(305) 360-4900
www.apirateschoice.com
(305) 852-5989
800-473-4106 or 305-481-0649

www.captainj-rcharters.com

305-587-1150

www.reelchaoscharters.com

Klcaptkw@aol.com
www.tailsupfishing.com
(305) 393-2765

www.BlueWaterPredator.com

(305) 484-8410
(305) 393-0452
(305) 393-3981
(305) 522-1929
www.captdonny.com
(304) 664-2028

fishwithcaptron@hotmail.com

(305) 393-2495

www.finhuntercharters.com

(305) 360-2120

www.captaineasycharters.com

(305) 664-9314
skipcyd@bellsouth.net
(305) 304-4422

www.floridakeysfishing.com

(305) 393-5269
CaptainBruce@florida-keys-fishing-guides.com

Long Key to Marathon

Capt. Nick Borraccino
OFF/REEF/WR
Best Bet Sportfishing		
Capt. Pip’s Sportfishing
OFF/REEF/TP
			
Capt. Butch Hewlett
Live Bait Tarpon Only
			
Capt. David Schugar
OFF/REEF
			
Capt. Paul Suarez
Licensed Captain
		
Any Boat

Contact Info

(508) 769-4189

www.bestbetsportfishing.com

(305) 743-4403
www.captainpips.com
(305) 743-4594
bnbfishing@bellsouth.net
(305) 610-4778

www.sweetenufcharters.com

(305) 731-7464
Lower Keys on pg. 19
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